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Colorful starfish cling to the seafloor of a kelp forest in Monterey Bay. From 2013 to 2014, millions of sea stars died of a wasting disease. 


AFTER MYSTERIOUS DIE-OFF, 
SEA STARS COMING BACK 


By Laylan Connelly » /connelly@scng.com » @ocbeaches on Twitter 


It was like something out of a seaside horror movie. {| Sea stars, once familiar and beautiful and iconic, 
suddenly had lesions covering their bodies, a sign that something was horribly wrong, 9 Within a day, 
the stars with lesions started to melt, turning into globs of goo. And, soon after, any sea stars near 
them suffered the same gruesome fate. T In all, from 2013 to 2014, millions of sea stars died, the largest 
known Sea Star Wasting Syndrome epidemic on record. The die-off spanned from British Columbia to 
the shores of Southern California down to Mexico. It was, and is, a mystery. f But now, marine scien- 
tists are looking in Southern California tide pools and seeing hope — new, palm-sized sea stars. 


“They are coming back, big time,” said 
Darryl Deleske, aquarist for the Cabrillo 
Marine Aquarium in San Pedro. 

“Its a huge difference. ... A couple of 
years ago, you wouldn’t find any. I dove 
all the way as far as Canada, specifically 
looking for sea stars, and found not a sin- 
gle one.” 

The same signs are being seen around 
Southern California, in places like the 
rocky outcroppings off Crystal Cove State 
Beach in Orange County, the breakwalls 
in Long Beach and the coves of Rancho 
Palos Verdes. 

A team at UC Santa Cruz is believed 
to have the foremost experts on the lat- 
est Sea Star Wasting Disease, document- 
ing early die-offs and charting where the 
disease spread. 

According to the researchers, it’s not 
the first time the mysterious wasting syn- 
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A starfish suffers from Sea Star Wasting 
Disease. It is missing one arm and has 
tissue damage to another. The massive 
sea star die-off spanned from British 
Columbia to the shores of Southern 
California down to Mexico. 


drome has hit the West Coast. There were 
similar die-offs in the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s, 
“but never before at this magnitude and 
over such a wide geographic area,” says a 
report by the UC Santa Cruz Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology Department. 

It was first seen in a group of ochre stars 
during a monitoring survey in June 2013 
along the coast of Washington state. Over 
the next few months, it spread. 

After the ochre stars, other species 
started melting — the mottled star, leather 
stars, sunflower stars, rainbows and six- 
armed stars. In August 2013, divers saw a 
massive die-off of sunflower stars north of 
Vancouver, British Columbia. In October 
and November that year, a similar mass 
death occurred in Monterey, then in Seat- 
tle. By December 2013, the wasting disease 
hit Southern California. 
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Rams bring the NFL 
playofis back to L.A. 


The Chargers dominate the Raiders but miss 
the playoffs because of early season stumbles 


By Ryan Kartje 
rkartje@scng.com 
@Ryan_Kartje on Twitter 


A year ago, this was only a pipe 
dream. 

The NFL's first season back in Los 
Angeles, after 22 years in exile, had 
been a disaster. The Rams scraped to- 
gether just four wins. Their coach was 
fired, their stadium was half-empty. 
A home playoff game in Los Angeles 
seemed as distant as it had the pre- 
vious two decades, when L.A. had no 
team at all. 

But on Sunday, as a meaningless 
game was played at the Coliseum, a 


NFL wrapup: Who’s in and who's out 
of the playoffs. SPORTS 1 


celebration no one in their right mind 
would’ve predicted raged on, none- 
theless. A banner hung near the en- 
trance of Lot 2, where the most die- 
hard of Rams fans tailgated since 
last season. Fans danced in front of 
it, toasting Bud Lites as Snoop Dogg 
played on the boombox. “NFC West 
Division Champions,” the banner 
read. 

If you hadn’t watched the Rams’ 
stunning turnaround from its start, 
you might not have believed what you 
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Los Angeles Rams running back Todd Gurley, left, and 
quarterback Jared Goff chat on the sidelines during the 
game against the San Francisco 49ers on Sunday in Los 
Angeles. Both players sat out of the game. 


Deputy 
killed, 

4 hurt in 
shootout 


Gunman barricaded in 
‘ambush-type’ attack 


By Christopher Mele 
and Jack Healy 
The New York Times 


It began as a pre-dawn call 
for the police to a disturbance at 
an apartment complex in a Den- 
ver suburb Sunday. It ended, offi- 
cials said, in a fusillade of more 
than 100 rounds fired by a barri- 
caded gunman who shot five law 
enforcement officers, killing one 
of them. The gunman was shot 
dead by officers. 

Killed in the attack was Zack- 
ari Parrish, a 29-year-old deputy 
who had worked for the Douglas 
County sheriff’s office for seven 
months, Sheriff Tony Spurlock 
said at an afternoon news con- 
ference. He described Parrish as 
a “smiley kid” who was eager to 
serve. He is survived by a wife and 
two young children. 

Describing his meeting with 
the deputy’s widow, the sheriff 
said, “When I held her hand and 
looked in her eyes, I could see her 
life was over.” 

Two civilians, who the sheriff 
said were apparently in a neigh- 
boring apartment, also were shot. 
Their injuries were not life-threat- 
ening. 

A motorcade of law enforce- 
ment vehicles escorted a hearse 
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National 
politics will 
come lo 


O.C. in 18 


Orange County is at the heart 
of Democrats’ effort to take con- 
trol of the House of Representa- 
tives. Twenty-four 
seats would need 
to be flipped, and 
the county is home 
to four of the tar- 
geted districts, 
thanks to its shift- 


Martin ing demograph- 
Wisckol ics and to Hillary 
Columnist Clinton winning 


all four of those 
GOP-held congressional districts 
in 2016. 

So far, there are 32 challeng- 
ers for those four seats, includ- 
ing 25 Democrats who backed 
up their aspirations with several 
million dollars of early fundrais- 
ing last year. 

Several prominent handicap- 
pers have tagged the races of 
Reps. Darrell Issa, R-Vista, and 
Dana Rohrabacher, R-Costa 
Mesa, as toss-ups. Tougher for 
Democrats will be incumbent 
Reps. Ed Royce, R-Yorba Linda, 
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World rings in the new year 
with parties and fireworks 


From a spectacular fireworks show 
in Hong Kong to an LED lightshow 
on the world’s tallest building in 

Dubai, it was a grand party. NEws3 


Lansner on what to look 
for in the new year 
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